TO THE 



STRiOUS 


ROYAL SOCIETY. 

Fter my Addrefl to our Great Founder and Pa- 
tron, I could not but think my felf oblig’d , 
in confederation of thole many hgagements 
you have laid upon me , to offer thefe my 
poor Labours to this MOST 1LLU- 
ASSEMBLY. YOU have been 
pleas’d formerly to accept of thefe rude Draughts. I have fmce 
added to them fomc Defcriptions, and fome Conjectures of my 
own. And therefore, together with YOUR Acceptance, I muff 
alfo beg YOUR pardon.The Rules YOU haveprefcrib d YOUR 
felves in YOUR Philofophical Progrefs do feem the be ft that 
have ever yet been praft is’d. And particularly that of avoiding 
Dogmatizing , and the ejpoufal of any Hypothefts not diffidently 
grounded and confirm’d by Experiments. This way feems the 
moft excellent , and may preferve both Philofopky and Natural 
Hiftory from its former Corruptions. In faying which, I may feem 
to condemn my own Courfe in this Treadle ; in which there 
may perhaps be fome Exprejftons, which may feem more pofitive 
then YOUR Prefcriptions will permit : And though I defire 
to have them underftood only as Conjectures and Queries (which 
YOUR Method does not altogether difallow )yet if even in thofe 
I have exceeded, ’tie fit that I fihould declare, that it was not 
done by YOUR Dire&ions. For it is moft unreafonable, that 
YOU fbould undergo the imputation of the faults of my Con- 
jectures, feeing YOU can receive fo [mail advantage of reputa- 
tion by the fleight Obfervations of 

TOUR mojl bumble and 
moft faithful Servant 

ROBERT HOOKE. 
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THE 

E I A C E. 

7 ps the great prerogative of Mankind above other 
Creatures, that we are not only able to behold the 
works cf Nature, or barely to fuftein our lives by 
them, but we have alfo the power cf confidering, 

comparing, altering, affifting, and improving 

them to various ufes.And as this is the peculiar priviledge of humane 
Nature in general, fo is it capable of being fo far advanced by the helps 
of Art, and Experience , as to make fome Men excel others in their 
Obfervations, and DeduCtions,almoft as much as they do Beafts. By the 
addition of fuch artificial Inftruments and methods ,there may bejn 
fome manner, a reparation made for the mifehiefs, and imperfeCiion, 
mankind has drawn upon it felf, by negligence,and intemperance, and a 
wilful and fuperftitious deferting the Prefcripts and Rules cf Nature, 
whereby every man, both from a derivd corruption, innate and born 
with him, and from his breeding and corner fe with men,is very fubjed 
to flip into all forts of errors. 

The only way which now remains for us to recover fome degree of 
thofe former perfections, feems to be,by rectifying the operations cf the 
Senfe,the Memory R eafon, fince upon the evidence ,the ftrength, 
the integrity, and the right correfpondence of all thefe, all the light, 
by which our aCtions areto be guided, is to be renewed, and all our com- 
mand over things is to be eftablifbt. 

It is therefore moft worthy of our conftderation, to recoiled their fe- 
feveral defeds, that Jo we may the better under fiand how to fupply them 
and by what ajftftances we may inlarge their power, and fecur cthem i. ’ 
performing their particular duties. 

As for the aCtiom of our Senfes, we cannot but obferve them to be h 
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